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POLISH CITIES IN NUMBERS

Total number: 954 cities

1 city with over 1 million inhabitants

4 cities with a population of 500 K to 999 999 inhabitants

33 cities with a population of 100 K to 499 K inhabitants

469 cities with a population of 20 K to 99 K inhabitants

736 cities with a population not exceeding 20K inhabitants

based on data from the Central Statistical Office (GUS)

cities

vilages



RESULTS OF A SURVEY CONDUCTED IN 2022 AMONG REPRESENTATIVES OF 244 POLISH CITIES

Are there activities in your city that support the development of green infrastructure?

Weber-Siwirska & Biela 2022

Yes

No



D

Various types of green and blue infrastructure 
supported by municipalities in Poland

green roofs and walls

rainwater retention

increasing the area 
of urban greenery

allotment gardens
&

community gardens

composting

urban agriculture

greenery on the balcony

planting trees 
and other plants

revitalization of urban greenery



Report of the study on adaptation to climate change, conducted by the Ministry of Climate and Environment (2022)

Do you think extreme weather events are more common now?
(single-choice question)

Yes

No

Hard to say

Answer "Yes”

RESULTS BY GENDER

RESULTS BY SIZE OF LOCALITY

Total 

Total 

Women   Men 

village City 
50 – 200 k             

City < 50 k City >200 k



Report of the study on adaptation to climate change, conducted by the Ministry of Climate and Environment (2022)

Where have you noticed a higher incidence of extreme weather events?

worldwide 

worldwide   

in Poland    

(single-choice question)

in my neighborhood



Report of the study on adaptation to climate change, conducted by the Ministry of Climate and Environment (2022)

Yes

No

don’t know, hard to say   

Answer "Yes”

Total 

Total 

Total 

RESULTS BY GENDER

RESULTS BY AGE

RESULTS BY EDUCATION

Whether you have personally taken any 
measures to reduce the effects of extreme 
weather events in the last 6 months 

(single-choice question)

Women   Men 

18 – 29        30 - 44       46 - 64          >65  
 

primary        basic         secondary    high
                    vocational



Report of the study on adaptation to climate change, conducted by the Ministry of Climate and Environment (2022)

To what extent have you been encouraged by the municipality to join efforts to prevent the 
effects of climate change?
(single-choice question)

Total 

Total 

18 – 29         30 - 44        46 - 64           >65 
  

RESULTS BY AGE

RESULTS BY EDUCATION

primary        basic          secondary    high
                    vocational

very encouraged                             

encouraged                                                          

not encouraged at all                                                

not encouraged                        

don’t know, hard to say                      

”very encouraged”
and ”encouraged”       



Polish levels of support for building greening processes 

National                                              Regional                                               Cities 



1 July 2020 - opening of the call for proposals

December 2020 - PSDZ petition

GREEN ROOFS - NATIONWIDE FORMS OF SUPPORT
Moja woda (my water) 



Moja woda (my water) – second edition

22 March 2021 - opening of the call for proposals

January 2023 - PSDZ second petition

third edition - planned for the third quarter of 2023



Development of green infrastructure through support of allotment gardens (2022 – 2029)

source: https://stimeo-domki.pl/blog/15_rodzinne-ogrodki-dzialkowe-dla-poczatkujacych.html
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VIIV
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Support from the 
Cohesion Fund for the 
energy and 
environment sectors

I

FEnIKS:

I

II VIII

V

IV VIII

low-carbon economy, environmental protection, climate change mitigation and adaptation, transportation 
investments, health and cultural heritage protection

Support from the 
European Regional 
Development Fund (ERDF) 
for the energy and 
environment sectors

Cohesion Fund support 
for the transport 
sector

Health Technical support

CultureERDF support to the 
transport sector

Urban transport



+
edition 2021: 

- over 90 applications submitted

- funding for 19 applications

- all PSDZ applications accepted



GREEN ROOFS – regional programs announced in 2023

Lesser Poland

MazoviaGreater Poland Kuyavian-Pomeranian

Opolskie Voivodeship Upper Silesia

Podlasie



GREEN ROOFS – ACTIVITIES AT THE LEVEL OF CITIES



RESULTS OF A SURVEY CONDUCTED IN 2022 AMONG REPRESENTATIVES OF 244 POLISH CITIES
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Does your city have a Municipal Climate Change Adaptation Plan?

Yes
No
Is under construction
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Municipal Climate Change Adaptation Plans
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GRAD project - green roof development strategies for 8 Polish cities (2018 – 2020)

City of Hamburg - project 
partner & good example

The Association of Municipalities Polish Network „Energie Cités” – project lider



Green roofs

Waiting 
for 
more!

Wrocła
w
2015

A

B

A

B

A

B

Activities of local governments to motivate construction of green roofs

Dąbrowa Górnicza
2020

Częstochowa
      2022Kalisz

2021
Opole
2022

Bielsko-Biała
2021

Poznań
2023

Toruń
2021

Katowic
e
2021

Green facades

Vertical gardens

Green roofs
Green roofsGreen roofs Green roofsGreen roofs

Green facades Green facades

Vertical gardens Vertical gardens
Vertical gardens

Vertical gardensVertical gardens

Intensive green roofs

Extensive green roofs

Green roofs

Vertical gardens
Green roofs



Wroclaw: ZŁAP DESZCZ (CATCH THE RAIN)

Green roof on Wroclavia shopping center, Wrocław

2019 – frst edition

2021 – best practices catalog

2019 – green roofs included



Gdansk: rainwater retention on development sites

European Solidarity Centre, Gdansk

Rainwater retention required!
(2019)

„Gdańskie wody”
(Gdansk water)



Standards developed by the city of Warsaw

requirements & recommendations

• green roofs - minimum 20% of the 
roof area

• biosolar roofs

• minimum 20 cm thickness of substrate



RESULTS OF A SURVEY CONDUCTED IN 2022 AMONG REPRESENTATIVES OF 244 POLISH CITIES

Weber-Siwirska & Biela 2022

Would you like to receive information from the PSDZ on national and 
international green infrastructure events?



Example city:

• lack of action to support the development of green infrastructure 

• lack of interest in receiving information on this subject

https://www.google.com/maps



Example city:

• lack of action to support the development of green infrastructure 

• lack of interest in receiving information on this subject

https://www.google.com/maps



Example city:

• lack of action to support the development of green infrastructure 

• interesting in receiving information on this subject

https://www.google.com/maps



sources of graphics and information:
https://www.polskawliczbach.pl/najwieksze_miasta_w_polsce_pod_wzgledem_liczby_ludnosci
http://www.gdmel.pl/component/attachments/download/11
file:///C:/Users/user/Downloads/Badanie_dotycz%C4%85ce_adaptacji_do_zmian_klimatu_2022.pdf
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bia%C5%82.html?vti=undefined-1-88
https://www.gov.pl/web/nfosigw/moja-woda--wsparcie-dzialan-realizowanych-przez-wfosigw
https://stimeo-domki.pl/blog/15_rodzinne-ogrodki-dzialkowe-dla-poczatkujacych.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7BprhrrbwAo
https://www.feniks.gov.pl/
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herb_Wroc%C5%82awia
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herb_Katowice
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herb_Torunia
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herb_Kalisza
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herb_Cz%C4%99stochowy
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herb_Opola
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herb_D%C4%85browy_G%C3%B3rniczej
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herb_Bielska-Bia%C5%82ej
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herb_Poznania
http://www.strategiezielonychdachow.eu/pl/
https://baw.um.wroc.pl/UrzadMiastaWroclawia/document/24993/Uchwa%C5%82a-XV-268-15
https://dzienniki.slask.eu/eli/POL_WOJ_SL/2020/5028/ogl/pol/pdf
https://dzienniki.slask.eu/WDU_S/2021/6301/akt.pdf
https://www.bip.kalisz.pl/uchwaly/2021_45_620.pdf
https://edzienniki.duw.pl/eli/POL_WOJ_DS/2021/5740/ogl/pol/pdf
http://edzienniki.bydgoszcz.uw.gov.pl/eli/POL_WOJ_KP/2021/6940/ogl/pol/pdf
https://dzienniki.slask.eu/WDU_S/2021/8726/akt.pdf
http://44mpa.pl/miejskie-plany-adaptacji/
https://klimada2.ios.gov.pl/zagospodar-wody/wroclawski-program-dotacyjny-zlap-deszcz/
http://zielonainfrastruktura.pl/warszawa-przyjela-miejski-plan-adaptacji/
http://zielonainfrastruktura.pl/poznan-dofinansowanie-do-dachow-zielonych-i-ogrodow-wertykalnych-nawet-25-000-zl/
https://www.google.com/maps
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